
 

 
 
 

Summer Reading Assignments  
Middle School 

 
The Summer Reading Assignments are listed below for the Middle School grades.  
The assignments are due during the first week of school.      
 

 
REQUIREMENT:  You may read as many books as you'd like, but you MUST read at 
least TWO of the assigned books for each grade.  For each assigned book, there is 
a required assignment (see below).   
 

BONUS:  If you choose to read more of the books listed for your grade level, you 
will receive an incentive (quiz pass) once school starts IF you demonstrate 
understanding of the book by completing a creative project for the book or taking 
an AR Quiz for the book. 
 
Reminders: 

 Don't wait until the last minute to do this project.   

 Email me if you have ANY questions. 

 The AR website is unavailable for most of July, so take your quizzes early or right before 
school begins. 

 
 

The future starts today, not tomorrow.   
 Blessed John Paul II 

 



 
ENTERING SIX GRADE 

 

Required (Choose 2):   I am David by Anne Holm, Sticks by Joan Bauer, Belle Teale by Ann M. 
Martin, or Crispin: The Cross of Lead by Avi. 
 

 
Pick one assignment below for each book read.   
 

 Journal:  Keep a reading journal about your reactions to the book. Include at least ten 
written entries. Include pictures, too!!  

 

 Article:  Write a newspaper article as if the book’s plot (events) were a news story. 
Include the 5 Ws and the H of good journalism:  who, what, where, when, why, and 
how. Be sure to include a headline.  

 

 Interview:  Interview a character from the book. Write both the dialogue of the 
questions and responses from the interview.  

 

 Letter:  Write a letter to one of the characters in the book explaining your opinion of a 
decision he or she made or an action he or she took. Explain why you would have made 
a different decision or taken a different action.  

 

 

 



 
ENTERING SEVENTH GRADE 

 

 

REQUIRED (Choose 2):  Chasing Lincoln's Killer by James Swanson, Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli, 
Stones in Water by Donna Jo Napoli, or  Stand Tall (or Peeled) by Joan Bauer. 
 
 
Pick one assignment below for each book read.   
 

 Interview: Pretend you are a reporter and you are interviewing one of the main 
characters of the book. Begin by writing a brief paragraph describing the character. 
Write ten questions you would like to ask the character and answer the questions from 
the character’s point of view. You will tell the plot/story through your questions and 
answers.  

 

 Illustrate:  Please choose your favorite passage and illustrate it. Minimum size is 8x11 or 
create a 3 dimensional construction.  You must be able to explain the passage and the 
importance to the book’s plot. 

 

 Computer Project: Use Power Point or Publisher to create a project or newsletter 
introducing the class to the author, historical background, awards, or other information 
about the book.  This will require research and sources must be cited correctly (MLA 
format) in the presentation. 
 

 
 

 



 
ENTERING EIGHTH GRADE 

 
 

Required (Choose 2):    Anne Frank and Me by Cherie Bennett, Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli, 
Mississippi Trial, 1955 by Chris Crowe, or Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac.  
 
 
Pick one assignment below for each book read.   
   

 Interview:  Pretend you are a reporter and you are interviewing one of the main 
characters in the book. Begin by writing a brief paragraph describing the character. Then 
write ten questions you would like to ask the character, and answer each question from 
the character’s point of views.  The ten questions and answers need to reflect the plot 
and story. Include as many details from the book in your answers.  

 

 Essay:  Choose one character from the book and explain his/her importance to the 
outcome of the story, why the story is important, and how the story is relevant today.  
Minimum 5 paragraph essay with at least 3 major details explained. 

 

 Computer Project: Use Power Point or Publisher to create a project or newsletter 
introducing the class to the author, historical background, awards, or other information 
about the book.  This will require research and sources must be cited correctly (MLA 
format) in the presentation. 


